Hepatitis C antibody in a non-hemophiliac cohort infected with the human immunodeficiency virus.
Development of a serologic test which detects antibody to hepatitis C virus (anti-HCV) allowed us to compare the seroprevalence of hepatitis C and hepatitis B in 493 persons infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). These persons, none of whom are hemophiliacs, are part of the US Air Force HIV Natural History Study. We found that Hepatitis B core antibody (anti-HBc) was far more prevalent (59%) than anti-HCV (8%). Anti-HBc prevalence was not different between those with and those without anti-HCV, being present in the majority of persons in both groups. In addition, we compared anti-HCV+ and anti-HCV negative persons in terms of syphilis serologies (Reactive Plasma Reagent [RPR] and Fluorescent Treponemal Antibody Absorption [FTA-ABS]), hepatic transaminase levels, and racial composition. In this cohort, we found that anti-HCV+ persons are significantly more likely to have a positive RPR but not FTA-ABS, increased hepatic transaminase levels, and to be Black rather than Caucasian.